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Intended Learning Outcomes

By the end of the session you will be able to:

 Explore the theory behind outdoor learning

« Discover curriculum-linked science lesson ideas
that can be taught outdoors

 Explore assessment in the outdoor setting
 Plan meaningful outdoor learning for your pupils




Action Planning




What Is Outdoor Learning?

Learning Outside the Classroom (LOtC) is the use of places
other than the classroom for teaching and learning. It is !?g @

about getting children and young people out and about, I‘
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providing them with challenging, exciting and different —trn
experiences to help them learn. Learning Outside the Classroom

Council for Learning Outside the Classroom

Outdoor learning is that which takes place beyond the four
walls of the traditional classroom environment.

Association for Science Education (ASE)




Why go outside anyway?

Social skills and self-
regulated behaviour
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Outdoor Learning at your school

What is going well?
What challenges do you face?
What questions do you have?




5 Characteristics of Effective Outdoor Learning

1.

2.

3.

one that supports children in making the transitions
from within the classroom to beyond it

one where there Is both regular and frequent use of
the outdoor setting.

fully prepares children for working in the outdoors by
addressing the basic psychological and physiological
needs of the children before leaving the classroom

. the teachers manage the transition back to the

classroom as consciously as they manage the move to
the outdoor setting

. a shift to weaker framing

HOATH, L. (2015).

X

STEM

/7\\\ LEARNING



I\/I a.te rl a.I S s .‘-L, - / : 'f'}\e plastic tunnel is
ey water proof so the
pixie will be dry

The rocks are heavy so
the pixie house doesn't
blow away

This is a slope to make it
easier for the pixies to go into
the house
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Definitely outdoors....
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Could be outdoors....
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Planning to teach science outdoors

Children in reception will be
™ learning to:

Describe what they see, hear and feel
whilst outside.

Recognise some environments that are different
from the one in which they live.

Examples of how to support this:

Encourage focused observation of the natural world.

Listen to children describing and commenting on things they have seen whilst
outside, including plants and animals.

Encourage positive interaction with the outside world, offering children
a chance to take supported risks, appropriate to themselves and the
environment within which they are in.

Name and describe some plants and animals children are likely to see,
encouraging children to recognise familiar plants and animals whilst outside.

Teach children about a range of contrasting environments within both their
local and national region.

Model the vocabulary needed to name specific features of the world, both
natural and made by people.

Share non-fiction texts that offer an insight into contrasting environments.

Listen to how children communicate their understanding of their own
environment and contrasting environments through conversation and in play.
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Planning to teach science outdoors

Animals, including humans — Year 1

Pupils should be taught to:

+ Iidentify and name a variety of common animals including fish,
amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals

 identify and name a variety of common animals that are
carnivores, herbivores and omnivores

« describe and compare the structure of a variety of common
animals (fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals
Including pets)

 identify, name, draw and label the basic parts of the human
body and say which part of the body is associated with each
sense




Planning for Outdoor Learning

* Take a copy of the curriculum

» Highlight the obvious opportunities for
outdoor learning in your year group (eg —
identifying trees)

* In a different colour, highlight the less
obvious opportunities for outdoor learning

* Choose one objective and plan how you
will teach it outdoors. What barriers need

to be overcome Iin your context? %
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Living things and their habitats
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Resources to support outdoor
learning and science

D"“
LET'S GO! w
SCIENCE TRAILS

A HOLESTIC WAY OF LOOKING AT
SODNCE IN THE WORLD AROUNRD US
USING THE LOCAL ENVIRONMENT

1 Got
LET’S GO! ‘gg
STEM TRAILS e

A holistic way of looking at science,
TECHNOLOGY. ENGINEERING AND MATHS
using the local environment

Learning
through
Landscapes

)
thy&
how?

JEANNETTE MORGAN

Trust Resoljce
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https://pstt.org.uk/resources/curriculum-materials/lets-go-science-trails
https://pstt.org.uk/resources/curriculum-materials/lets-go-stem-trails
https://www.ltl.org.uk/ltl-news/social-distancing-in-school-grounds/
https://www.millgatehouse.co.uk/product/teaching-primary-science-outdoors/
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